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INTRODUCTION


After dealing with false relationships, false Biblical interpretations, false values, and false prophets, Jesus discussed what the opposite looked like so that Kingdom citizens would know how to act, think, live, and believe. Jesus then closes the Sermon as many preachers would—with an illustration. Let us examine what He has to say to people through the illustration of the two builders—both then and now.
I. THERE ARE TWO TYPES OF BUILDERS.

1. There is a wise man who builds his house upon a rock.

2. There is a foolish man who builds his house upon the sand.
II. THERE ARE TWO TYPES OF DISASTERS.

1. There is rain that causes the water to rise to dangerous levels.

2. There is wind that blows violently against the frame of the house.
III. THERE ARE TWO TYPES OF RESULTS.

1. The house built on a rock is able to withstand disasters and does not fall.

2. The house built on sand cannot survive life’s disasters and crashes to the ground. 
IV. THERE ARE TWO TYPES OF LISTENERS.

1. A wise listener builds life upon the firm foundation, the Rock—Jesus Christ.

2. A foolish listener builds his life upon the shifting sands of this world.

CONCLUSION


The closing illustration reminds us that being a Kingdom citizen is a choice—a choice that requires us to build our life on Jesus. Any other foundation is like sinking sand. Jesus offers us life, life in the crucifixion/resurrection event. We are saved by grace, through faith, and not by our own efforts. We are invited to become citizens of the Heavenly Kingdom by God’s grace, not because we deserve to be citizens. We cannot earn citizenship by our own efforts, nor can we keep it by our own efforts. It is all because of the grace of God! Nevertheless, we are told to build our house (our life) on the Rock (Jesus Christ). Jesus is the only preacher that could ever say that his listeners should build their lives on the Preacher. The rest of us preachers must always say to build your life on Jesus Christ, not us or our message! Only Jesus!
“My hope is built on nothing less Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;

I dare not trust the sweetest frame, But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand—

All other ground is sinking sand,

All other ground is sinking sand.”
